Heating and Circulating the air in tiie Drying Closets.
The arrangements for heating and circulating the air in the closets are various, but practically they are the same as those for creating draught |for steam boilers, and for heating the air passing to the boiler furnaces, with certain modifications. The draught may be arranged by means of a chimney, the so-called Natural Draught, or by fans; and the fans may operate to force the air into the closets, or to suck it through them. Where the air is forced through the closet the arrangement is termed Forced Draught, and where it is sucked through it is called Induced Draught. All With the drying-closets, though the heated chambers are not insulated thermally, beyond such insulation as good stout brick walls will confer, the whole arrangement is so confined that a comparatively small proportion of the heat delivered by the steam-pipes, or by the flues, will be carried away, except by the warmed air, and hot-flue gases themselves. The air and the gases also are obliged to deliver the largest possible percentage of the heat they carry under the dryingcloset arrangements, while with the drying-room there will be sure to be considerable sources of leakage. On the other hand, with drying-rooms the cost of heating the air may be saved, and the total cost of drying for this part of the work will be the cost of running the fans which keep up the air circulation. Air leakage will affect this item very considerably. If only 60 per cent, of the air forced through the drying-room is actually available for absorbing moisture from the clothes, the cost of running the fan will be approximately doubled. The fact that the heated air rapidly increases its ability to absorb moisture also must not be lost sight of in this matter. For practical purposes there is only one method that is reliable in all these cases, and that is the balance-sheet. Put on one side the total cost of drying a certain quantity of clothes by dryingrooms, and on the other side the cost for the same number by drying-closets, and compare. But in drawing the balancesheet, be very careful that you get all the items into the account. It is the easiest matter in the world to draw a most flourishing balance-sheet if you leave out plenty of the items on one side. Interest on plant and repairs, which often form a most important item, should not be left out, also the labour on both sides, and where the item has a value, as in London, the rent of the ground occupied or the interest on the sum expended in its purchase. It will be understood that the air which has done its work in drying the clothes in the closets, is carried off by ducts or flues. In some cases it is passed through another room on its way to the atmosphere. In the next article, the writer will deal with finishing apparatus, and the apparatus he found in use in the hospitals he visited.
